
North Carolina General Assembly
Legislative Ethics Committee

Advisory Opinion
AO-LEC-21-001

April21,2021

The Honorable Timothy K. Moore
Speaker of the North Carolina House of Representatives
16 West Jones Street, Room 2304
Raleigh, NC 27601-1096

Re: AO-LEC-21-001 - Conflict of lnterest Analysis and General Class Exception

Dear Speaker Moore

On April 19,2021, you asked the Legislative Ethics Committee (Committee)
to issue a formal advisory opinion on the following question:

QUESTION: Whether it would be appropriate for a member of the House
of Representatives who received loans under the Paycheck Protection
Program ("PPP") to vote on legislation that would align North Carolina tax
treatment with federal tax law?

ANSWER: Consistent with AM-LEC-11-001, the Committee issues the
following advice: As a member of the General Assembly, each legislator has a
duty to assist in the enactment of laws. A legislator who personally, or is
associated with a business that accepted a PPP loan is a member of a general
class. lf the financial benefit or detriment that accrues to the legislator from
changes in the law is no greater than the financial benefit or detriment that could
reasonably be foreseen to accrue to all persons or businesses that accepted a
PPP loan, then the legislator may vote on the bill.

lf, however, the legislator determines that his or her independence of
judgment is impaired, the legislator may request to be excused from voting, but
must provide a written statement to the Clerk explaining the reason for the request.
This advisory opinion is based on the general question presented here. For
additional information, please see AM-LEC-1'1-001, which is attached to this
advisory opinion.



lf you have any questions concerning this matter, please let us know.

Sincerely,

K
Senator Norman W. Sanderson
Senate Co-chair for the Legislative Ethics Committee

Representative Grey Mills
House Co-chair for the Legislative Ethics Committee
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