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In addition to the specific meeting criteria outlined above, G.S. 138A-32(f)(3) sets forth general
requirements applicable to those meetings. They include a requirement that any food, beverages,
transportation, or entertainment be provided to all attendees or defined groups of 10 or more attendees and
that the meeting: (a) be attended by at least 10 or more participants; (b) have a formal agenda; and (c) be
noticed at least 10 days in advance. Moreover, any entertainment provided "must be incidental to the
principal agenda of the meeting."
IV.

Analysis.

Based upon a review of the itinerary for the 2022 GL Program, it appears that the Program's
content is related to the public duties of invited legislators and may be related to the duties of attending
public servants, depending upon their job responsibilities.
Moreover, the Program fits the educational meeting criteria of G.S. 138A-32(f)(3)(i). Factors that
support the educational purpose of the Program include the fact that the agenda includes a wide variety of
presentations and site visits to governmental, manufacturing, and educational institutions, the Program is
not related to or seek to influence a particular legislative or official action, the Program is scheduled with
educational content throughout each day and includes minimal entertainment activities, and the Program's
location and length is closely related to its education goals.
You have also stated that there will be at least 10 participants in the Program. In addition, it has a
fonnal agenda, will have been noticed at least 10 days in advance, and incidental entertainment, if any, is
being provided to all participants. Thus, the meeting also complies with the general meeting requirements
imposed by G.S. 138A-32(f)(3)a.-d.
Therefore, it is permissible for registered lobbyist principals to donate funds for food, beverages,
registration, travel, lodging (including airfare and ground transportation), incidental items of nominal
value, and incidental entertainment to attending legislators; and public servants if job-related; and for
those individuals to accept those expenditures.
V.

Closing.

Thank you for contacting the State Ethics Commission. Please do not hesitate to call the
Commission's staff if you have any questions about the foregoing formal advisory opinion. Pursuant to
G.S. 120C-102(el ), an unedited copy of this formal advisory opinion will be forwarded to the Secretary
of State. The Secretary of State is statutorily obligated to treat the opinion as confidential and not a public
record.
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